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Debris and Broken Glass Mark Scene 
In Street Below Hotel Rooftop Battle 


NEW ORLEANS,' Jan. 8 
(UPI) — At dawn today, the 
only movement on the top 
floor of the 17-story Down- 
town Howard Johnson’s Mo- 
tor Lodge was tom, dirty 
curtains flapping in the 
breeze from the shattered 
windows. 

Gunfire between policemen 
and the snipers periodically 
chewed up the building. 

On the street, bits of con- 
crete lay scattered amid the 
broken glass, chipped by 
high-powered rifle bullets 
from the blockhouses where 
two snipers held off the po- 
lice yesterday and this morn- 
ing. 

No one dared walk on the 
streets near the hotel, which 
is about five blocks from the 
city’s famous French Quarter. 

Hundreds of police cars, 
fire trucks and ambulances 
were parked at nearby inter- 
sections, serving as cordons 
for crowds, refuges for vic- 
tims and cover for police- 
men. 

250 Policemen Watch 

This morning, 250 police- 
men and dozens of newsmen 
watched the top of the hotel 
where the snipers hid. 

The hotel roof, a block 
long, was studded with tele- 


vision antennas and vents. 
The roof has three predomi- 
nant structures — concrete 
cubicles that cover stairway 
exits onto the roof, one on 
the north end, one in the 
middle and one on the south 
end. 

The two end cubicles are 
about 5 feet wide, 20 feet 
long and 8 feet high. The 
center cubicle is twice as big 
as the others. 

Most of yesterday and 
early today, the snipers were 
thought to have been holed 
up in the north cubicle. Shots 
were fired at that cubicle 
throughout the night by 
marksmen on adjoining build- 
ings, who used armor-pierc- 
ing bullets, and by policemen 
armed with machine guns 
aboard a helicopter gunship. 

The north cubicle was 
pitted and shattered, with 
chunks of concrete the size 
of a baseball torn loose to 
fall to the street below. A 
large hole was blasted in the 
hollow metal door. Another 
hole was shot through one 
wall of the blockhouse. 

Below the cubicle, win- 
dows were blown from three 
rooms, and it was there that 
the curtains, turned a char- 
coal gray by bullets and fire, 
were tossed back and forth 
by the breeze. 


When one of the snipers 
opened fire from the south 
cubicle early today, the police 
responded with thousands of 
rounds. Windows were broken 
below the south cubicle, and 
more curtains began to blow 
in tftb oreeze. 

The body of the slain sniper 
was lying face down between 
the north and the middle cubi- 
cles. The sniper was running 
toward the middle cubicle 
when he was struck by a 
stream of machine gun bul- 
lets last night. His rifle lay 
beside him, beaten into pieces 
by bullets. 

Nine stories below, the 
hotel’s outdoor swimming 
pool was sprinkled with bits 
of concrete and glass. Bed- 
ding and clothing thrown 
from upper floors during the 
early fires yesterday were 
strewn around the swimming 
pool. A deck chair had been 
kicked into the pool. 

Traffic and pedestrians 
moved normally outside the 
50-square-block area blocked 
off by the police. 

Across Loyola Boulevard 
from the main hotel entrance 
stands the Louisiana Supreme 
Court Building, and next 
door to its is the City Hall. 
Both buildings were virtually 
empty because of the seal 
around the hotel. 



United Press International 


Policemen, who had fired during their search for sniper 
on the motel roof, passing a fellow officer who was 
wounded by a ricochetting bullet. 


